April 14, 2015
TO:

MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF PINELLAS COUNTY

FROM:

MICHAEL A. GREGO, Ed. D., SUPERINTENDENT
SUBJECT:
Public Hearing to Consider the Amendment to Policy 2510 – INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS, INCLUDING TEXTBOOKS (This is the second reading.) 
BACKGROUND:
Pursuant to Chapter 120, Florida Statutes, an amendment to policy (rule) is being proposed regarding Policy 2510 – INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS, INCLUDING TEXTBOOKS.  No economic impact is expected. This is the second reading of the proposed amendment to policy. Changes were made since the first reading.  

These changes include: 
Page 4, lines 37-39 were added. The following procedures for the adoption of instructional materials apply only to those instructional materials that serve as the major content tool and basis for instruction for each student in the core subject areas of mathematics, language arts, social studies, science, reading, and literature.
Page 5, line 8. The underlined words were added to the new text.  
Parents of students attending a public school in the District may contest the Board’s adoption of specific instructional materials as described in the Adoption of Instructional Materials section above. 

This policy guides the requisition, purchase, distribution, use, and management of instructional materials defined as items having intellectual content that are used to assist instruction in a subject or course. The policy outlines the Superintendent’s, principal’s, and parent’s responsibilities; the use of flexibility funds; the process for District adoption of instructional materials; the utilization and disposal of instructional materials; and the procedures to challenge instructional materials.  

Due to changes in Florida statute (F.S. 1006.283), the process for parents to contest the School Board’s adoption of specific instructional materials now includes additional steps, including a petition and a period for objecting within 30 days of the School Board’s adoption.  Additionally, if any objections are filed, the School Board must conduct one open public hearing on all objections received. The School Board’s decision after this public hearing on the objections will be final.
Included as part of this agenda item are the proposed policy amendments which include portions of the policy that are being amended.  Words struck through are deletions; words underlined are additions.
STRATEGIC DIRECTION:  Effective and Efficient Use of Resources
ALTERNATIVES:
1.
Adopt the proposed amendment to policy.

2.
Modify and adopt the amendment to policy.

3.
Do not adopt the proposed amendment to policy.
RECOMMENDATION:
Alternative #1 is recommended.
RATIONALE:
This revision aligns policy to reflect the changes in Florida statute (F.S. 1006.283) to adopt instructional materials and contest the adoption.  These changes are currently in practice following legislation.
IMPACT STATEMENT:
Impact as to the District:  If Alternative 1 is adopted, no economic impact is expected.  Impact to the Public:  If Alternative 1 is adopted, the School Board determines that a formal economic impact statement is not required pursuant to Section 120.54(2)(b) Florida Statutes.
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Dana Schaefer, Program Coordinator, Instructional Materials

David Koperski, School Board Attorney - reviewed as to form and legality

SUBMITTED BY:
Pam Moore, Associate Superintendent, Teaching and Learning
